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Seyrusefer ς Transcontinental Malaysia 

Seyrusefer ɀ Transcontinental Malaysia  features ceramic works of four notable Turkish artists:  Funda Altin,  Fidan Tonza, Lale Dilbas and 
Mujide Gokbel, touching upon a wide range of themes, from the Ottoman empire to the circus.  The term Seyrüsefer, meaning 
ÎÁÖÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 4ÕÒËÉÓÈȟ ÄÅÒÉÖÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ /ÔÔÏÍÁÎ 0ÅÒÉÏÄȟ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÒÁÂÉÃ ×ÏÒÄ  Ȭsayr wa safarȭȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÖÉÁ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÏÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÕÎÉÔÅ 
the individual stories of each artist to create a journey, an artistic expedition, a Seyrüsefer.   
 
 4ÈÅ %ØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÌÌÅÒÙȭÓ ÌÁÎÄÍÁÒË $%3)'.%2 ',!:% 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ  ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÃÅÒÁÍÉÃ ÁÓ Á  ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÁÎd art 
medium.   
 
We look forward to your participation in this celebration.  
 
 
 
 

       Shalini Ganendra 

 



SHALINI GANENDRA FINE ART  

Shalini Ganendra Fine !ÒÔȭÓ   ɉ3'&!Ɋ   holistic approach to art representation and expertise in the contemporary art of Asian emerging 
regions has confirmed  the organisation's distinctive presence as an advisor, exhibitor and cultural educator. The gallery works with 
established artists from/connected to  South East/South  Asia, but exhibitions also reflect a spectrum of international artistic and 
curatorial talent. 
 
SGFA presents an eclectic range of art and design for contemporary collecting, including  artwork, furnishing, bespoke ceramic 
installation, jewelry and textile.  Advisory services include collection management, valuation, exhibition coordination and sourcing. 
 
 3'&!ȭÓ  ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ and research ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÌÌÅÒÙȭÓ ÎÏÔÁÂÌÅ 6ÉÓÉÏÎ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÅÎÄÏÒÓÅÄ ÂÙ UNESCO Observatory, 
are important facilitators of engagement and cross cultural development within and with the region. 
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FUNDA ALTIN 

&ÕÎÄÁ !ÌÔÉÎ ÉÓ Á 4ÕÒËÉÓÈ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÒȟ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ -ÁÌÁÙÓÉÁ 3ÁÒÁ×ÁËȭÓ &ÉÎÅ !ÒÔÓȭ 
Ceramics Department. Her first undergraduate degree was in German Language and 
Literature, but after taking a clay course, she switched career paths and began studying  
Ceramic and Glass Design at Dokuz Eylül  University in Izmir, Turkey. She then went on to 
ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ Á -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÎÄ 0È$ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ #ÅÒÁÍÉÃ $ÅÓÉÇÎȢ 
 
Besides being an academic and ceramics artist, Altin has a strong interest in traditional 
pottery making and has taken several research trips abroad to India, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia (her current residence). Since 2002, she has also 
taken part in numerous international exhibitions, symposiums, workshops and artistic 
activities. 
 
!ÌÔÉÎȭÓ series, Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÉÒÃÕÓ !ÒÏÕÎÄ 5Óȱȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ circus as a metaphor for our rapidly 
changing and increasingly challenging modern lives. Featuring  spatially opposed black 
and white trapezes, rings, balls, seats and pins, these objects speak to the conflicting 
themes of devotion and suffering that are omnipresent in modern society. This opposition 
between white and black also represents a relationship between majority and minority 
groups, as well as the underlying reasons for their alienation from one another. While the 
suspension of these objects and their ceramic forms remind us of the fragility of such 
social systems, Altin also draws upon the playful connotations of the circus to 
demonstrate the absurdity of their existence. 
 
 

 

 
 
 Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÅÒÁȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÑÕÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÉÓ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÓÁÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÎ ÄÉÓÓÉÍÉÌÁÒÉÔÉÅÓȟ  
   ÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÃÉÒÃÕÓ ÁÒÅÎÁ ÙÅÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÏ ÁÐÐÌÁÕÓÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌȣ Ȱ 
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Bicycle Seats, 2013, 450 x 31 x 150 cm Installation, Limoges  
Porcelain/Fired at 1.280 ÁC, Mold Casting/Carving Decoration 
by Hand  SHALINI  GANENDRA  FINE  ART  & ADVISORY  @ Gallery Residence 
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WǳƎƎƭŜǊΩǎ .ŀƭƭǎΣ нлмоΣ о00 x 150 cm Installation, Limoges Porcelain/ Fired at 1.280 ÁC, Mold Casting/Carving Decoration by Hand 
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WǳƎƎƭŜǊΩǎ wƛƴƎǎΣ 2013, 300 x 150 cm Installation, Limoges Porcelain/ Fired at 1.280 ÁC, Mold Casting/Carving Decoration by Hand 
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 Jugglerôs Pins, 2014, 350 x 31 x 68.5cm, Local Slip Clay/Fired at 1.000ÁC, Kiln Casting/Carving Decoration by Hand 
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FIDAN TONZA  

Fidan Tonza graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts and the Department of Ceramics at 
$ÏËÕÚ %ÙÌÕÌ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÉÎ ΨΦΦέȢ )Î ΨΦΧΩȟ ÓÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÈÅÒ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
Ȱ2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÁÓÔÅÒÎ -ÙÓÔÉÃÉÓÍȟ !ÎÁÔÏÌÉÁÎ Sufisatm ÁÎÄ #ÅÒÁÍÉÃ !ÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȱȢ  
 
4ÏÎÚÁ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÔÁËÉÎÇ Á 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ÁÔ $ÏËÕÚ %ÙÌÕÌ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
Sub-#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ !ÒÔ ×ÉÔÈ #ÅÒÁÍÉÃ !ÒÔȱȢ 3ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ 
ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ 4ÕÒËÅÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ !×ÁÒÄȱ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ ίth Altin Testi Ceramics 
#ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎȢ )Î ΨΦΧΧ ÓÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÈÅÒ Ï×Î ÓÔÕÄÉÏ ÉÎ )ÚÍÉÒ ÃÁÌÌÅÄȟ Ȱ&ÉÄÁÎ 4ÏÎÚÁ !ÒÔ 3ÔÕÄÉÏȱȟ 
where she currently manufactures her artwork.  
 
For Seyrusefer, Tonza aims to express her newly developed personal, artistic language 
through recycled mechanical materials. By using old materials, Tonza hopes to create a 
ȰÎÅ× ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÕÁÌ ÐÈÒÁÓÅȱȟ relying on the repetition of industrial elements to form ceramic 
sculptures. For Tonza, combining of vast numbers of mechanical components represents 
the crowded, chaotic and rapidly developing world in which we live in.  
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Life Wheel is Going on 1 

Utopia Tandem, 2014, 2 pieces, 30 x 10 cm, Slip casting and hand building, terra sigillata 
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Utopia Trilogy, 2014, 3 pieces, 30 x 10 cm, Slip casting and hand building, terra sigillata 
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Anti Utopia, 2014, 2 pieces, 10 x 10 x 10 cm and 20 x 10 cm, Slip casting and hand building, terra sigillata 



Lale Dilbas is currently working as Vice Head of Animation in the Faculty of Art and Design 
at Yasar University in Izmir. There she also works as a Professor of Ceramics and Glass. 
Upon graduating with a degree in Ceramics and Glass from Mimar Sinan Fine Arts 
5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ ÓÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ Á -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ &ÉÎÅ !ÒÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÅÅÄÓȢ Dilbas 
went on to obtain her PhD in Glass from Edinburgh College of Art.  
 
Over the past six years, Dilbas has undertaken several research trips supported by the 
Turkish and Malaysian Ministries of Education. Her first trip was to Sri Lanka to document 
ceramic Angi cook stoves and most recently, she travelled to Malaysia to document 
traditional pottery making.   
 
Dilbasȭ ÇÌÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÅÒÁÍÉÃ ×ÏÒËÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ /ÔÔÏÍÁÎ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏÔÅÓÑÕÅ 
medieval architectural figures. Throughout her work, she continues to be influenced by 
theories about human autonomy and in particular, by how materials such as glass can be 
used to alter the autonomous gaze. 
 
For Seyrusefer, her ȰSumartraȱ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÉÓ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ *ÁÍ Gadang, the clocktower in 
Bukittinghi, Sumatra. It is situated on a site known both for its war-torn history and 
spectacular natural surroundings. While the patterns on her sculptures speak to the rich 
cultural wealth of the Bukkitinghi area, the colors refer to the Marapi Volcano that faces 
the tower. $ÉÌÂÁÓȭÓ work thus breaks down oppositions between nature and culture, 
ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ ÈÏ× ȬÎÁÔÕÒÁÌȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌȭ ÔÉÍÅ ÃÁÎ ÈÁÒÍÏÎÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÃÏÅØÉÓÔȢ  
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LALE DILBAS 
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SUMATRA I, 2014, 30 x 30 x 11 cm, Hand built, smoke fired 



SUMATRA II, 2015, 42 x 42 x 8 cm, Hand built, smoke fired 
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SUMATRA III, 2015, 30 x 30 x 10 cm, Hand built, smoke fired 


