EXPRESSION

DREAMWEAVER

Carol Cassidy, textile specialist, merges her lifelong passion in weaving with
preserving tradition in Laos.

ext MNoelle Lim Photos Yong Keen Keong

R -u':';r—lmnuvn‘P_:_éilmaim'q!"-"
41N AT YA
Yiry (i‘i iy oles

<|:"Il-u-n_lt:-n_-u_'H-t:'h'-n;:i:lmi'n'ﬂ- i




154 THE PEAK

2ating
ary tastes. Lao Textiles also weave

-om the Tai ethnic group.
>ths, blankets, traditional

original patterns

nal textiles, many

replicas of trad

The pieces include shaman's head-

llder ¢

) skirts and shi

, and other ceremonial piece

1is ubiquitous in Lactian culture as it is used in
ceremonies celebrating births and marriages and to reinforce

the solemn ritual of funerals

complex ones

at all the works are made

es of s and shawls

1 silk. Pric
SD45 to USD300 each.

=

South American,

some

ind Lao des

can: e they depict elements in the

She

ed animals, mountains and temples.

VWomen

environment like

said

usually play an

important imazed by the similarities

dy and her husband have sunk a quarter of a million dollars

nich started to prod

-

/n funds into the venture

thing [

WO
. Qualit

he couple persevered.

English lessons are arr

\

J{“”‘.ril \I_UIi";:',l;l.u:||uilt\'.\H IRRIRER

2

I The wall hangings of Lao Textiles. 2 The intricacies of weaving come

alive in this design called Ban Keuneg.

r 20 years :
aughter teams. | am a professic

We have mothe

and treat my sta

professionals.”

1 young woman of

“Our ik
Cassidy. “Now,
beautiful home o
have medical care and enjoy an overall higher standard of
y eration

sor came 1o us

at the age of 40, she has been able

t super

ith electricity, send her two children to st

VINGD
IVINE,

that Lao Textiles has

| am proud of the

s also an avid ine art.

'T] ll’l" v le"l

"art at the

x, while poring over Britannica







