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DREAM WEAVER
Carol Cassidy, textile specialist, merges her lifelong passion in weaving with
preserving tradition in Laos.
Text Noelle Lim Photos Yong Keen Keong
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with the modern and, in the process, creating original patterns
and fulfilling contemporary tastes. Lao Textiles also weave

replicas of traditional textiles, many from the Tai ethnic group.
The pieces include shaman's head-cloths, blankets, traditional

Lao skirts and shoulder cloths, and other ceremonial pieces.
Traditional cloth is ubiquitous in Laotian culture as it is used in
ceremonies celebrating births and marriages and to reinforce
the solemn ritual of funerals.

It takes up to three days to complete a shawl and up to three

months to weave complex brocade shawls; a tapestry wall
hanging can take six days, while more complex ones take six
months. Cassidyisquick to point out that all the works are made
of 100 per cent handwoven silk. Prices of scarves and shawls

range from USD45 to usmoo each.
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same 50 staff for over 20 years and have virtually no turnover.
We have mother-daughter teams. I am a professional weaver

and treat my staff as professionals."

There are similarities between some South American,

African and Lao designs because they depict elements in the

environment like sacred animals, mountains and temples. She
said: "I believe weaving is a global women's language. Women
are often the keepers of tradition and textiles usually play an
important role. I continue to be amazed by the similarities

and differences in weaving."

Cassidy and her husband have sunk a quarter of a million dollars
of their own funds into the venture, which started to produce
a profit after five years. Teething problems are not unusual due

to communication and cultural barriers. Initially, she worked
with rural silk farmers to procure material for her cloth. Quality
and supply could be uneven but the couple persevered.

Cassidy added that the business upholds fair trade values.
Healthcare, pension and bonus schemes are introduced and
Englishlessonsare arranged. She said: "We have employed the

"Our ikat supervisor came to us as a young woman of 18,"adds
Cassidy. "Now, at the age of 40, she has been able to build a
beautiful home with electricity, send her two children to school,
have medical care and enjoy an overall higher standard of living.
I am proud of the fact that Lao Textiles hascreated a generation
of professional weavers and helped empower women."I=:

Carol Cassidy's exhibition Art & Design Textiles exhibited last month as part of

the VisionCulture Lectures organised by ShaliniGanendro Fine Art. endorsed

by UNESCO and sponsored by HSBC Malaysia. Her textiles are available

through SGFA.For more information, visit www.shafiniganendro.com
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